
History of St. Bernard(s Parish
Before 1870, the parishioners of South Finch, (as it was then called), had to travel to St. Andrew's for Mass and the Sacraments. In 1870, the first church was built in Crysler, and South Finch became part of that parish. In 1885, a total of 221 persons were confirmed in Crysler. Because of the distance the Bishop had to travel from Kingston, confirmation took place every four years. Records show that those first classes had to "promise solemnly that they would attend the catechetical instructions of the priest in the Church every Sunday throughout the ensuing twelve months" (after the 10:30 a.m. Mass). The Bishop also "obtained from all and each of them a pledge to abstain from the use of intoxicating drinks of any kind until completion of each one's 21st year." 

During his Episcopal Visitation, July 25, 1889, the Most Reverend Dr. Cleary, Bishop of Kingston, exhorted the people of Crysler to erect a new church, "providing a fitting home for Our Lord Jesus." On the same day, the Irish section , residents in South Finch, requested to have a Church for themselves in that district. The following day, July 26, 1889, "the Bishop warmly approved of this project and promised to meet them tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock to choose a site. The amount of subscriptions paid by these people within the last three years for the building of a new church in Crysler...and half of the proceeds of the recent Pic-Nic ($603), shall be handed over to the Catholics of South Finch to help them in the erection of their new Church." 

The following day, Saturday, July 27, 1889, the Bishop, accompanied by his Secretary Rev. Thomas Kelly, and Rev. William Fox, Pastor of Crysler, proceeded to South Finch to meet the Irish Catholics and arrange for construction of the new church there, and so Bernard's began. 

In a letter from Alexander R. MacMillan, South Finch, to his son Donald J., dated July 7, 1891, he states, "They are busy with our church. They have the outside boarded up to the plate. Sandy John is working with them carrying boards and stuff which in no light work." Building St. Bernard's was a big job for its first parishioners. 

John Campbell was the generous benefactor who gave the land for the church as well as the land for the cemetery. It was called St. Bernard's in memory of his son, Bernard, who died while studying for the priesthood. August 20th is St. Bernard's feast day. 

In 1889, Stormont and Glengarry were part of the Ecclesiastical Province of Kingston. On Junuary 23, 1890, the new Diocese of Alexandria was established, its first bishop Rev. Alexander Macdonell. 

Finch continued to be served by the priests form Holy Rosary Church, Crysler:Pastor 1879-1889 William Fox

Pastor 1889-1891 T. Twomey

Pastor 1891-1906 M.J. Leahy

Curate 1892-1898 Wm McKinnon

Curate 1898-1906 D.H. McDonald

Pastor 1906-1907 T. FitzpatrickPastor 1907-1931 M.J. Leahy

Curate 1913-1916 E.J. MacDonald

Curate 1916-1918 J.A. McDonell

Curate 1921-1928 D. Secours

Curate 1929-1932 R. RouleauPastor 1932-1944 J. Henri Bougie

Curate 1932-1935 Elzear Danis

Curate 1935-1937 Adelbert Lalonde

Curate 1937-1940 Francis Lefebvre

Curate 1940-1941 Michael O'Brien

Curate 1940-1941 H. Ouimet 

St. Bernard's Officially Designated Parish 
Status by Most Rev. Rosario Brodeur, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of Alexandria 

September 1, 1945 

First Pastor M.J. O'Brien 
Father M.J. O'Brien came to St. Bernard's from Maxville-Greenfield where he had been pastor. He had served the Mission Parish of St. Bernard's during 1940-1941. When he came as pastor in 1945, he knew the parish and the people and was ready to help them in the expansion of the parish. In 1952, the parish house was bought at a cost of approximately $15,000 including equipment and necessary improvements. The Church with its improvements and equipment cost $35,000. 

Many organizatins flourished under Father O'Brien's direction. St. Bernard's Social and Dramatic Club presented a St. Patrick's play each year from 1946-1955. The Holy Name Society was an active men's organization. The League of the Sacred Heart promoted the Canadian Messanger, and the Apostleship of Prayer. St. Bernard's Catholics Women's League received its Charter on May 26, 1948. Father O'Brien had a keen interest in the work of the Leage, and served as Spiritual Director of the parish, as well as Spiritual Director of the Diocese from 1952-1973. A group that had been special through the years was the Knights of the Altar. In 1954, Father O'Brien wrote, "Boys, you are a special group--having the great privilege and special honour of being associated with Christ's representative, the Pirest, at the Altar during the Sacrifice of the Mass." He always worked to keep the youth interested by providing hockey and other sport's events, as well as the spiritual dimension. 

In 1955, Father Mike was transferred and Father Leo MacDonell replaced him as St. Bernard's Parish Priest. Father Leo was another wonderful priest always working for the greater honour and glory of God. During his short two year stay, he redecorated the Church, installing green brocade curtains and a canopy in the Sanctuary. Perhaps the community best remembers him for his permanent smile and his special music talent. On one occasion he was called to give the Last Rites to an elderly lady of the parish. After he had annointed her, she asked him to play the piano, and her husband danced around the floor. At her death a few years later, she left her piano to Father Leo. 

In 1957, Father Elzear Danis came as Parish Priest. He, too, had served as curate in Crysler and so was familiar with St. Bernard's. Shortly after he arrived, he began the groundwork for establishing a Separate School in Finch. This was a complicated task at the time, because most of the parishioners lived outside the village, and a Board had to consist of members within the village proper. Every Catholic household had a member on the Board. Then new Boards had to be set up on property owned by the Board, until the parish community was within one of the Boards. This involved a total of five Boards for one school! The first children to attend St. Bernard's Catholic School, left the PublicSystem at Christmas, so that the taxes could be transferred to the Separate System. In January, 1961, the French class took over the rectory and the two English classes were taught in the Church until the school was ready. 

In 1965, the fourth classroom was built. Father Danis renovated the rectory, and had an addition built which included a dining-room, kitchen and small apartment upstairs for the housekeeper. A practice, which he kept up until his retirement in 1975, was making yearly parish visits. 

Father Roch Bougie arrived as Parish Priest, December, 1975. Important changes were made in the Church in keeping with Vatican II. The altar railing was removed and from it the present altar and lectern were built. The beautiful old white altars were removed. The new altar allowed the priest to face the people and with the railing removed, to form a closer communion with them. The choir was moved from the gallery to the front of the church. Pews were removed to allow the new organ to fit into the body of the Church, thus encouraging the congregation to join singing. 

Father Bougie visited the school regularly, and after the portables were added in 1977, he often celebrated Mass in the general purpose room. He took a keen interest in the C.W.L. and was Diocesan Director from 1978-1983. 

When Father Brazeau died suddenly in Crysler, Father Bougie became parish priest there and from 1980-1982 St. Bernards's was again the Mission parish of Crysler and the rectory was rented. In August, 1982, Father O'Brien returned and at age 70 was still actively involved in all aspects of parish life - Knights of the Altar, C.W.L., choirs, Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, and Knights of Columbus. In 1988, Apple Hill established a K. of C. Council. Five men from St. Bernard's transferred membership from St. Mary's, Chesterville, one remained with St. Mary's and five new members joined Apple Hill. On June 11, 1989, people everwhere joined in Father O'Brien's Golden Jubilee Celebration at St. Bernard's and at the Community Centre. The Church was painted and banners were flying. Hundreds turned out to celebrate with this popular priest, 50 years of dedicated service to Our Lord. 

It was year of celebrations because it was also the Centennial of St. Bernard's Church. In 1989, the Church's 100th Anniversary, there were 20 baptisms, 7 burials, 4 marriages, and 9 confirmed. 

In 1990 - Centenary of our Diocese, St. Bernard's will celebrate this centenary on August 26, 1990, with a Mass and a picnic for its 120 families. 

Priestly Vocations from St. Bernard's Parish 
1. 1888 - Bernard Campbell, a seminarian, died. 

2. Friday, September 29, 1899, Father Albert McRae of South Finch was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Alexandria. 

3. November 11, 1900, Father John Michael Foley, son of Thomas Foley and Ann McDonald, was ordained at Alexandria. 

4. June 20, 1946, Father Francis Foley, nephew of Father John Foley, son of Thomas Foley and Catherine Barry, was ordained at St. Finnan's in Alexandria. 

5. In 1984, Father Terry Foley, nephew of Father Francis and son of Leonard Foley and Ruth Hoople, was ordained in Peterborough. 

6. 1990 - Patrick Kearns, son of Leonard Kearns and Margaret Ann Chugg, is a seminarian at Waddam's Hall, Ogdensburg, New York. 

St. Bernard, our patron, has a Bee Hive in his Coat-of-Arms. The Bee is a symbol of labour and activity. St. Bernard's parish is a bee-hive of activity. 

